
Optimising citizen science at the SFG



• Isabel Bishop – Earthwatch
• Ben Darvill – BTO
• Roger Owen – Ex-SEPA 

Ecologist
• Tommy McDermott – Trex

Ecology
• Sean Robertson – Kyle of 

Sutherland Fisheries Trust
• Rob Briers – Edinburgh Napier

Who are we?



• To enable SFG to have a pivotal role in 
encouraging citizen science activities 
in Scottish freshwater systems, to the 
benefit of all participants and 
stakeholders

Mission statement



1. To act as a platform and information resource on citizen science 
initiatives in Scotland

2. To use this information to identify data gaps and to identify 
pressures on freshwaters

3. To identify examples of successful public engagement and places 
where stakeholders are not being engaged

4. To identify where further citizen science initiatives are best 
targeted, and seek to foster collaboration and funding

5. To ensure that the work of citizen scientists is represented and 
celebrated at SFG meetings

Objectives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Limited to initiatives concerned with freshwater, and starting with a focus on specific issues
Gaps in geographical coverage and useful survey data
What elements contribute to successful engagement? Are there key stakeholders/people who can make an impact that are not engaged? How do we engage them?
Where they provide policy relevant information, where they further understanding of successful public engagement, where they resolve issues relevant to freshwater science.



• Bring together different projects and 
organisations

• Find or create a platform/website
• Integrated initiatives

• Work with collaborative partners and 
volunteers

• Funding?

How will we do this?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Host platform – either already existing and adaptable to our needs, or an SFG developed platform
Collaborative partners – within and external to SFG, willing to maintain an active listing of CS initiatives
Volunteers – maintain platform, update current initiatives, identify gaps, promote among stakeholders



• Is this useful? What information 
would you use, and how?

• What sources of information do 
you currently use to find citizen 
science initiatives and data?

• What key issues/themes should 
we focus on?

• What platforms/websites can we 
use?

• Do you have expertise? Can you 
help?

Some questions:

Come and talk to us
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