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Where did the SFG come from?

• North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board (1943) 
[Scottish and Southern Energy]

• Brown Trout Research Laboratory (1948)      
[Marine Scotland Freshwater Fisheries 
Laboratory]

• Nature Conservancy (1949)                        
[Scottish Natural Heritage]

• River Purification Boards (1951)                 
[Scottish Environment Protection Agency)

To provide an open forum to facilitate informal 
contact and discussion among the many people in 

Scotland concerned with fresh water and encourage 
crossover between disciplines

Three men in a car: Bill Munro, 
Peter Maitland, Ian Waddington



In the beginning…

Sir Fred Holliday, 
Univ. of Stirling
Establish SFG at Stirling

Dr Harry Slack, 
Univ. of Glasgow
Speaker at 1st Meeting

Prof Donald McLusky, 
Univ. of Stirling, 
Local convenor

Prof Peter Maitland, 
Nature Conservancy
1st SFG Convenor



Dr Jennifer Dodd
University of Glasgow

50 years of presentations



The Stats

• 100 meetings
• 640 talks
• 84 different chairs

• 57% on rivers
• 40% on lochs & ponds
• 3% on canals





First mentions…

2012 Payment for water ecosystem services in Latin America: 
review of existing evidence [Dr Julia Martin-Ortega]

1979 Acid precipitation 1: Its relevance to wildlife 
conservation in Britain [Dr G.L.A. Fry]

1993 Eutrophication risk assessment [R.L. Norton]

2016 CXC Climate Change Adaptation Indicators  [Anna Moss]

2002 Sustainable urban drainage systems: some ecological 
perspectives [Dr Nigel Willby]

2003 Patterns and participation - meeting the challenge of 
sustainability in river basins [Joanne Tippett]

2005 Upland trout fisheries and sustainable development 
[Drew Jamieson]



Innovation in the SFG

1980 Routine physical and chemical data for the Forth & 
Clyde Canal - computerised tabulations and graphs 
[Mr J.D Hamilton & Mr S.L. Ross]

1983 From tally counter to microcomputer - a review 
of some counting devices [Dr Linda May]

1976 A coded check list of freshwater animals 
occurring in the British Isles [Dr P.S. Maitland]

1982 Chromosomes and DNA sequences in British 
salmonid fishes [Dr S.E. Hartley]

1983 A preliminary assessment of the use of remote 
sensing for mapping wetland water levels [Dr Dave 
Gilvear & A. Watson]

2018 Investigating the use of Google Earth to capture the 
multiple benefits provided by river environments 
[Victoria Keele]

1995 Development of a GIS database for Scottish loch 
catchments [David Miller]

Gunn et al. 2018      
UK Checklist of 

Freshwater Species



Commitment to the Cause

Rank Surname Talks

1 Campbell 11

2 Maitland 8

3 Adams 7

4 Moir 6

4 Bailey-Watts 6

4 Carvalho 6

4 Doughty 6

4 Gilvear 6

5 Armstrong 5

5 Harriman 5

5 Lang 5

5 Tippett 5

7 talks

11 talks

8 talks



1972  Freshwater on Film

http://movingimage.nls.uk/film/2253



1985 1992

1985 Joint BES-SFG meeting
1992: ‘Arctic Charr: an international resource’ 

Fishery scientists from 15 countries 



Prof. Phil Boon, SNH

Prof Peter Maitland

Prof Donald McLusky
Sir William Stewart
Chief Scientific Adviser, Cabinet Office
“Science and Technology, 2000 and beyond”

1993  50th Meeting



2016 96th Meeting SCENE & Bio-Blitz



2018  100th meeting

• 34 talks

• 17 (lead) institutes, 6 universities

• Stirling (7), Glasgow (4)

• 12 ceilidh dances

• 4 kilts

• 1 winner of a whisky distillery tour



The Future – SFG envisioning next 50 years



The Future – SFG Cultural Connectivity

Scottish Freshwater Group:

A community of people who care about and
have real connections with the freshwater environment

• Inclusive diverse network
• Much valued platform
• Friendly people
• Informal mtgs.
• Social media
• Website
• Reports



The Future – SFG Collaborative Outcomes

e.g. 99th SFG Meeting, Autumn 2017



The Future – SFG Transforming Capabilities

• Enabling Meaningful Action

• NERC Call for Ideas in 2018, 2019...

• Need SFG input on prioritising 99th mtg. workshop outcomes 

• Proposal to develop virtual SFG project team(s) for moving ‘themes’ forward
• enthusiastic volunteers & other suggestions welcome

• 21st C Environmental Challenges

• Climate Change, Diffuse Pollution, Natural Resource & Energy Use, Plastic 
Waste, Biodiversity Loss, Flood Risk & Water Scarcity, Societal Behaviour etc.

• Exploring & Influencing Opportunities

• Robust Evidence & Bigger Picture Understanding, Sustainable Living,                 
Emerging Technologies, Innovative Thinking, Interdisciplinary Approaches, 
Adaptive Environmental Monitoring & Management Strategies, Education,                        
Low Carbon & Circular Economy, Collaborative Partnership Working                                                             
e.g. Scottish Government’s Hydro Nation, SEPA’s One Planet Prosperity, 

Scottish Water’s Sustainable Land Management



The Future – SFG People

• SFG Members

• Your  contributions are invaluable for sustaining the SFG’s vitality & longevity

• Encouraging new, long-standing and SFG members in between is important

• SFG Team

• Coordinating delivery & communication, connecting our people,                                
creating development opportunities for all

• Providing experience for CV, building confidence & enabling potential                      
e.g. chairing, speaker slots, poster presentations & helping organise events

• Fancy getting more involved with the SFG? Please let us know 



The Future – SFG Vision & Purpose

• Built on strong values which endure to this day

• Founding principles live on through SFG coordinators, team & members

• Bring people together with a shared interest in freshwaters 

• Provide an open forum for discussion in Scotland

• Facilitate informal & broadly inclusive network

• Supporting the SFG community for next 50 years

• Shaping outcomes for Scotland’s freshwaters

• Nurturing future generations of environmental leaders



The Future – SFG Logo Legacy

All #sciart designs created by Dr Stephen Thackeray (CEH)                                                          
to celebrate our 50 year anniversary & future of the Scottish Freshwater Group

Twitter @SteveThackeray

Option #1                    Option #2                Option #3


