
SFG Reflections



Thank You!
• Bob Ferrier & the Hydro Nation Scholars Programme for support  

with special thanks to: Rita Noelle Moussa, Julze Alejandre & Kerr 
Adams for superb behind-the-scenes preparation & efforts today

• All of our speakers, poster presenters & Action Team projects                    
for excellent SFG agenda contributions

• UK CEH for virtual hosting, providing technical support & website 
maintenance: Laurence Carvalho, Emma Brodie & Paulette Burns

• SFG membership for inspiring work you do in & around freshwaters  
& previous SFG Coordinators for continued support

• SFG Team voluntary commitments for supporting SFG’s purpose                 
& people across our SFG community in challenging times



SFG Announcements



SFG Transition:                           
quick membership update

• Crucial recovery work led by SFG Team to restore communication           
& rebuild our thriving membership ahead of #HNSFG104 event
• Not planned but taken opportunity to respond & bounce forward for long-term SFG benefits

• Over 200 members (re)joined within several weeks of SFG transition
• Many thanks for your support with signing up & promoting SFG on your professional networks
• Initial SFG membership uptake positive & numbers comparable to Autumn 2016 baseline
• Though SFG community composition is changed & currently shifting on weekly basis

• Encouraging many people from various parts of water sector making 
conscious decision to onboard & contribute to SFG community
• Still early days with notable gaps in freshwater landscape but interesting that ~25% of recent 

connections to SFG community entirely new names and/or organisations – welcome onboard!
• Continued work in progress – some targeted efforts by SFG Team in coming weeks to months 
• Will settle & organically pick up new SFG members – evolved through time for 50+ years



SFG Transition:                                
early collective insights

• We recognise & respect the various joining motivations for connecting        
with our SFG community 

• SFG Team will do our best to meet individual/collective needs & assess changes moving forward
• Great examples of SFG initiatives for a range of palates & approachable for 1:1 considerations 

• Explore collective insights at SFG Autumn 2021 meeting & beyond





SFG Action Teams (ATs):                  
getting more involved

• SFG’s AT projects are innovative community-led initiatives which 
harness membership capabilities for overcoming planetary crises                      
& connecting people with the value of freshwaters

• All four AT projects ongoing; capacities affected by pandemic in 
different ways – great updates today & important work happening in 
background. Thank you!

• Interested SFG members can contact AT leads from SFG website:
• AT #1 Sustainable Minds (Kerr Adams)
• AT #2 Freshwater Citizen Science (Roger Owen)
• AT #3 Innovation Hub (Claire Neil)
• AT #4 Climate Change (Heather Anderson)

mailto:kerr.adams@ed.ac.uk?subject=SFG%20Action%20Team%201
mailto:rogerowen2806@gmail.com?subject=SFG%20Action%20Team%202
mailto:Claire.Neil@sepa.org.uk?subject=SFG%20Action%20Team%203
mailto:sfgclimate@gmail.com?subject=SFG%20Climate%20Change%20Group


More responsive AT 
projects on horizon...            
Call for our members               

to help influence              
SFG’s forward-looking 

priority actions                                     
phased in from                                          

2021/22 onwards!

SFG Action Teams (ATs):                  
the future pipeline



Anwên Bill



FW Biodiversity Decline

Figure –
Reid et al., (2019) Biological Reviews. 94 (3), 849-873.

Freshwater 
crisis! 

Figure –
adapted from WWF, Living Planet report (2020)
https://livingplanet.panda.org/en-gb/

https://livingplanet.panda.org/en-gb/


Figure –
Tickner et al., (2020) BioScience. 70 (4), 330-342.

Emergency Recovery Plan



Figure –
van Rees et al., (2020) Conservation Letters. 

https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/conl.12771

•Applying 14 special recommendations                         
based on the successes and setbacks                  
of EU policy, management and research

•Aspirations to halt and reverse the rapid 
global decline of freshwater biodiversity

Tipping favourably

https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/conl.12771


What we can do 
• No one person can solve the planetary challenges we face

• We believe our members are capable of problem solving 
major challenges in freshwater ecosystems – collectively 

• We aspire to: 
• harness the strengths across our community
• mobilise one or more projects focussed on halting & reversing freshwater 

biodiversity decline 
• seek your input on scoping what SFG’s approach might look like

• The implications of which will be far reaching...
“Measures to address one cause of biodiversity 
loss can, in many contexts, help address other 
causes too” – Tickner et al., (2020)



What we have done
• Led a new, quick and important membership survey about tackling 

freshwater biodiversity decline & other environmental challenges 

• Had a quick look/see at this survey data 
• ~40 insightful SFG responses received                                                                                        

& retained for future use
• Contacted our SFG volunteers                                                                                                 

for starting up AT #5 project(s) 
• Given a heads up to existing AT leads to engage with &                                                                       

learn from existing SFG work: apply to initial AT #5 project scoping & development process

• How much capacity we’ve had to do more by this point has been 
strongly influenced by SFG Team situational responses: 
(1) CHALLENGE of prioritising crucial SFG recovery work amid lockdown restrictions                              

& our personal circumstances 

(2) OPPORTUNITY to consider changes in SFG community composition with ~25% of 
onboarding members unlikely to be aware of this important SFG initiative until now 



AT #5 Poll Question
• Decided to re-run this SFG Biodiversity survey for a brief window

• SFG members* will soon be notified by email; 30 June survey closing deadline                                                 
& all feedback used to cultivate a pipeline of future SFG projects

• Mindful of busy mailboxes & covid impacts so our SFG poll preferences* question is: 

“Who are we best resharing this SFG Biodiversity survey link
with: to maximise SFG community participation & impact?”

• CATCH EVERYONE AGAIN (~200 SFG members; including both re-joined & 
newly joined) for a final round of feedback – benefit is everybody across the SFG 
community has equal opportunity to take part, contribute their voice & have collective impact

OR
• CATCH NOMINATED PEOPLE (~50 SFG members; including only newly 

joined) who missed inputting first time round – benefit is fresh perspectives amongst 
SFG community given earliest opportunity to take part, contribute their voice & have collective impact



Our Next Steps
• Online SFG membership survey will come out soon!

• Qs mostly multiple choice & streamlined optional content 
• Survey link communication based on poll *preferences today
• Requires <5 min min to participate & its collective outputs                                     

will influence how we progress with SFG’s priority actions
• Interested? Volunteer when completing the survey form                                                 

or email scottishfreshwatergroup@gmail.com

• All membership survey data will be analysed by myself with 
support from SFG Team & the interpretation used to help
• Define AT #5 needs for halting & reversing fw biodiversity decline
• SFG members shine a spotlight on other specific env issues 
• Inform & phase in SFG’s future AT pipeline from 2021/22

• Another update will be provided at SFG Autumn 2021 event

mailto:scottishfreshwatergroup@gmail.com


Louise Lavictoire



SFG Autumn 2021
SFG 105th Meeting – Thurs 21st October
• Valuing & protecting freshwaters:                                                                     

the role of science, policy & practice
• SFG Guest Coordinator: Louise Lavictoire (FBA)

• Continuity of a broad overarching theme with                                                                   
agenda slots open to all SFG members for contributions

• Will include Action Team project updates & SFG announcements

• Supported by the SFG Team & hosted on Zoom by UK CEH
• Wish to encourage diversity across agenda proceedings
• Please contact llavictoire@fba.org.uk & @DrLouLavictoire 
• Keen to start planning for offers of talks & poster presentations ASAP

• Will go ahead as a virtual event; no U-turn planning decision 
• Hoping for great SFG participation & turnout on the day! #SFG105

mailto:llavictoire@fba.org.uk


Almost at the close...



SFG Reminders
Plenty opportunities for SFG member involvement

• SFG meetings, AT projects & Guest Coordinator roles 
• Volunteer as a session chair
• Offer ideas for future meeting themes
• Help SFG tackle twin crises with others through membership collaborations

Continue to stay connected & add value in safe ways
• Ongoing AT projects, share suggestions & provide feedback
• Participate in SFG Team & AT project surveys throughout any year 

Can send examples of footage/photos from your work                      
in & around freshwaters to Martin Hughes 

• Collated for SFG community outputs & promotional purposes 
• Fully credited & included in future SFG team communications

mailto:martinhughesSFG@gmail.com


Waterwall in Motion
Launched at World Water Day 2021 event
• SFG is one of many Waterwall project collaborators                                      

across Scotland’s water community
• Encourage all SFG members to engage & get creative with this new opportunity

• Submit short 2 min videos on a choice of 8 different competition categories

• Flexibility to get involved individually or as part of collaborative membership effort                                       
e.g. SFG Climate Action Team bitesize activity in lead up to COP26 event

• Check out the Waterwall poster                                                                                               
or contact project lead   
Rachel Helliwell for more info!

mailto:Rachel.Helliwell@hutton.ac.uk


SFG Connectivity
Our SFG community is growing (again)!

• Membership is free & multi-beneficial
• Over 200 SFG members have (re)joined & more on way
• Please complete the SFG Membership Joining Form

to become part of our community & make future contributions
• https://forms.gle/3CXHocz7XFaiGSNVA

Scottish Freshwater Group                           @Scottish_FwGrp

Contact the SFG Team: scottishfreshwatergroup@gmail.com

SFG Website: www.ceh.ac.uk/scottish-freshwater-group

https://forms.gle/3CXHocz7XFaiGSNVA
mailto:scottishfreshwatergroup@gmail.com
http://www.ceh.ac.uk/scottish-freshwater-group


So thanks again,                               
take good care &                         

look forward to seeing 
everyone next time!
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