
RIVERFLY ON THE ESK
Volunteering and how it benefits stakeholders



Agenda

• What we do
• My journey and what I get out of volunteering
• The Riverfly on the Esk project – Community benefits
• The Riverfly project nationally
• Questions
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What we do – where we do it
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• Newbattle (Dalkeith, 
Midlothian) - 3 sites

• CSOs and a polluted tributary 



What we do – how we do it

• Once a month
• Kick-sampling
• Rock checks
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What we’re looking for

• Eight groups
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Pollutant Monitoring 
and Water Quality

• Nitrates/ phosphates
• Other measures such as turbidity Key 

constituents 
of river health 

definition

Community 
satisfaction

Consistence in 
river flow 
regimes

Healthy 
catchment 

and 
tributaries

Persistence of 
native floral 
and faunal 

communities

Provision of 
environmental 

and social 
services

Sustained 
visual amenity



Where it all began…
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What do I get out of it? 
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Fresh air Exercise
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What do I get out of it? 

Learning Social/Community
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What do I get out of it? – Fulfilment
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Community Benefits – Engagement
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Community Benefits – 
Pollution Monitoring/ Habitat Preservation
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The Wider Community
• 16 groups covering the whole catchment of the Esk 
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The Big Picture
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Questions?
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