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Cumulative N deposition in the UK -
a historic perspective



N deposition to woodland features 

Habitat type
CL range 

(kg N ha-1 year-1)

Scots Pine woodland 5 - 15

Acidophilous oak-dominated woodland 10 - 15

Beech woodland 10 - 20

*colour corresponds to the lower end of CL range

Exceedance of critical loads



N deposition to low-growing semi-natural features 

Habitat type
CL range 

(kg N ha-1 year-1)

Moss & lichen dominated mountain summits 5 - 10

Raised & blanket bogs 5 - 10

Calluna heaths 10 - 20

Dry heaths 10 - 20

Semi-dry calcareous grassland 15 - 25

*colour corresponds to the lower end of CL range

Exceedance of critical loads



Cumulative N Deposition (1800 – 2010)
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Cumulative N Deposition (1800 – 2010)
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Accumulation of N Deposition (1900 – 2000)

Fowler et al. 2004
Total 29 Mt N deposited

Current project
Total 31 Mt N deposited


