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The Ballachullish Figure, found in 
1880 under 1 m of peat 
surrounded by wickerwork fence. 

Carpow Logboat, found in 2001 in 
the Tay, dates from c. 1000 BC

Torrs Pony Cap, found in 1812 
while digging a ditch. Owned for a 
while by Walter Scott.
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Peatland Restoration and Archaeology in the Planning Process

Are there any scheduled 
sites in or nearby the 
scheme that might be 

impacted?
https://www.algao.org.uk/algao-
peatland-restoration-and-historic
-environment-guidance Will any known historic 

environment assets be 
impacted? Or is there a 

likelihood of encountering 
and impacting unknown 

archaeological sites?



National Records

Scheduled Monuments

Local Records

University of Stirling



10 cm

Burreldale Moss



Archaeological Mitigations

● Walkover survey

● Temporary Fencing of Known Sites

● Toolbox Talks

● Evaluation or Full Excavation
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ALGAO Peatland Restoration Guidance – Mann 2022

● Watching Brief
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Bronze Age field boundary  
eroding out of peat hag, West 
Mainland, Shetland 

Mesolithic flint from Mid-Holocene 
river terraces on the Dee, 
Aberdeenshire.

Black Loch of Myrton, Iron Age 
Loch Village, Galloway.



Best Practice – National Trust for Scotland

Chest of Dee, Mesolithic Occupation

10,000 year old fire pit!
Wickham-Jones, C. et al (2020). New Evidence for Upland Occupation in the 
Mesolithic of Scotland. Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society, 86, 13-42. 
doi:10.1017/ppr.2020.8



Best Practice – National Trust for Scotland

Threave Wetland
Metal Detecting



Wetland 
Archaeologists 
are usually 
working here

Wetland 
Archaeologists 
often have a 
good 
understanding of 
what this might 
have looked like 
(with its people 
too)

Wetland 
Archaeology as 
ARCHIVE

What value does archaeology bring to freshwater 
restoration?



Wetland Archaeology 
as PROCESS

What value does archaeology bring to freshwater 
restoration?

Torrs 
Loch Kenmore 

Loch
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Wetland Archaeology as ARCHIVE and PROCESS

What value does archaeology bring to freshwater 
restoration?



Thank You


