
 

Map no. Name Type  Category Habitat/site key words Main science objective  Age 

GB2 Countryside Survey Monitoring CORE 591 sites across all habitats Audit of the UK's natural resources: changes in Land cover, Habitats, landscape, freshwater, vegetation and soils 1971 

GB3 Biological Records Centre Monitoring CORE Not site specific - records by voluntary groups Terrestrial and freshwater species recording (excluding birds) to give wildlife distribution 1964 

GB4 National River Flow Archive Monitoring CORE 1300 across the UK Focal point for UK hydrological data. Hosts National Hydrological Monitoring Programme 1841 

GB5 Environmental Change Network Monitoring CORE 57 sites across all habitats Gathers information about the pressures on and responses to environmental change in physical, chemical and 
biological systems 1993 

GB30 Oak woodland survey Both HISTORIC Oakwoods (x 19) Biogeochemistry of native oak stands including impact of N deposition 1995 - 1997 

GB57 LOCAR water quality sites Monitoring MAJOR Lowland chalk river 5 y of continuous (5 min)  data 2000 

GB59 Rivpacs reference sites Monitoring OTHER Rivers Water  

1 Cairngorms ECN Site, Allt a'Marcaidh catchment Monitoring CORE Montane heath & pine wood. Monitoring indicators of environment change 1970s 

3 Ballochbuie Monitoring MAJOR Pinewood Long-term case study of tree regeneration under reduced grazing by deer. 1993 

4 Glenbranter Both MAJOR Commercial forestry Long-term case study of damage to commercial forestry by deer. 1978 

5 GLAS MAOL Manipulation MAJOR Montane Heath Long-term study on the impact of grazing and nitrogen deposition on vegetation community. 1998 

7 JWF Plots (4 SITES) Manipulation MAJOR Moorland Manipulation of nutrients and grazing on heather moorland and vegetation. 1993 

10 Glenfinglas (GRUB) Manipulation MAJOR Upland grassland Grazing manipulation to assess impact on above ground food webs. 2002 

14 THISTLE (C02427) Manipulation OTHER Birch woodland Impact of cattle introduction to birch woodland on invertebrate communities and trophic interactions. 2003 

19 Conwy catchment-to-coast Monitoring MAJOR coastal catchment (upland to lowland agricultural) Controls, transfer and impacts of nutrients and carbon from land to coast 2004 

21 Beddgelert Forest Monitoring MAJOR Coniferous woodland Monitoring and understanding environmental change in acid-sensitive upland waters 1982 

26 Pwllpeiran experiment Manipulation MAJOR Acid grassland Interaction between nitrogen deposition and grazing pressure 1996 

34 Newborough N x grazing Manipulation MAJOR Sand dune grassland Nitrogen/Grazing impacts on dune vegetation and soil processes 2003 

37 Merthyr Mawr Monitoring OTHER All major dune habitats Establish Nitrogen budget for dune habitats 2004 

47 Coastal cliff Monitoring MAJOR Coastal chalk grassland Long-term monitoring of cliff plants & insects 1990 

50 Twyford Down restoration Monitoring HISTORIC Chalk grassland Long-term monitoring of grassland restoration 1993 

51 scrub/neutral grassland restoration Monitoring CORE Scrub + neutral grassland on Oxford clay Long-term testing ability to restore scrub & grassland communities to intensive arable land 1994 

52 Tadnoll Brook 3 miles access Both CORE Circumneutral stream Food web structure/function, Production, impact of experimental species invasion  

53 Bere stream 1 mile access Both CORE Chalk river (with run-off) Long-term monitoring (40 y), climate/land use change 1968 

54 River Frome East Stoke  Both CORE Chalk river (mainly borehole) Long-term monitoring (40 y), climate/land use change 1965 

55 River Frome Catchment Monitoring MAJOR Whole catchment, whole river, salmon Fish, invertebrate and plant population dynamics, monitoring and experiments, climate/land use change 1965 

56 River Piddle Catchment Monitoring MAJOR Whole catchment, whole river, salmon Fish, invertebrate and plant population dynamics, monitoring and experiments, climate/land use change 1965 

60 River Lambourne Monitoring CORE Chalk stream, macrophytes, macroinvertebrates Long-term records (over 3 decades), climate and land use change  

64 River Axe Monitoring OTHER Chalk river Water  

65 Avon Water Monitoring OTHER Chalk/clay river Water  

82 OTC site (also see Facilities) Manipulation OTHER Managed grassland Effects of atmospheric pollutants on plants; critical loads and levels 1988 

85 Whim bog Manipulation CORE Ombrotrophic bog Effects of air pollutants on plants; critical loads and levels 2001 

89 Roudsea Wood Both OTHER Woodland Genetic diversity and gene flow 1955 

93  Monitoring CORE Blanket Bog, marginal agricultural land, montane 
grassland, woodland Monitoring of climate, air, soil, precipitation, biodiversity. Carbon flux research. 1954 

96 Meathop Wood Monitoring HISTORIC Deciduous Woodland Ecosystem Research, Modelling Productivity 1966 

97 Stonechest Monitoring HISTORIC Coniferous Woodland Impact of forestry on biodiversity 1971  to 1990 

98 Wytham ECN site Monitoring CORE Woodland, grassland, agricultural land, fen Long-term monitoring of environmental change, particularly effects of climate change, air pollution and management 
on soils, waters, plant communities and animal populations 1992 

99 Wytham Climate Change Experiment Manipulation HISTORIC Ex arable calcareous grassland Test effects of drought and warming on plant and invertebrate communities and soil 1993-2004 

100 Wytham Deer Herbivory Experiment Manipulation MAJOR Broadleaved woodland Test effects of excluding deer on ground flora 1997 

101 Wytham Carbon dynamics plot Monitoring OTHER Broadleaved woodland Quantify main elements of carbon balance and seasonal trends 2005 

102 Windermere, Esthwaite, Blelham tarn, Derwent, 
Bassenthwaite Monitoring CORE Deep and shallow mesotrophic and eutrophic lakes Fundamental understanding and impact of environmental change on lakes 1930 

103 Haweswater Monitoring MAJOR Deep Oligotrophic lake/ reservoir Monitoring & assessment of rare fish populations 1992 

109 Monks Wood Field Plots GENERAL Monitoring CORE Grassland, woodland, hedges, lowland Biodiversity 1961 

110 Monks Wood Single Species Hedge Management 
Experiments Manipulation CORE Grassland, woodland, hedges, lowland Management effects on hedge berry yield, hedge structure effects on birds, plants, inverts 1961 

111  Mixed Species Hedge Management Experiments Manipulation CORE Grassland, woodland, hedges, lowland Management effects on hedge berry yield 1962 

112 Monks Wood Judith's Hedge Manipulation MAJOR Grassland, woodland, hedges, lowland Management effects on hedge berry yield, hedge structure effects on birds, plants, inverts c.1986 

113 Monks Wood International Phenology Garden Monitoring CORE Grassland, woodland, hedges, lowland Impact of climate change on bud burst 2004 

114 Monks Wood Rowan Provenance Trial Monitoring MAJOR Grassland, woodland, hedges, lowland Impact of climate change on bud burst 2004 

115 Monks Wood Wilderness 1 Monitoring MAJOR Grassland, woodland, hedges, lowland Long-term study of succession from arable land to woodland 1961 

116 Monks Wood Field Plots Wilderness 2 Monitoring MAJOR Grassland, woodland, hedges, lowland Long-term study of succession from arable land to woodland 1996 

117 Monks Wood Field Plots Slot-seeding Experiment Monitoring MAJOR Grassland, woodland, hedges, lowland Plants 1986, 2001 

118 Monks Wood Grassland Restoration Experiment Monitoring MAJOR Grassland, woodland, hedges, lowland Plants 1978 

122 Monks Wood Woodland Thinning Experiment Monitoring MAJOR Grassland, woodland, hedges, lowland Plants 1961 

131 Middlebere Heath Manipulation MAJOR Heathland, arable, lowland Biodiversity 1998 

132 Stokeford Heath Manipulation MAJOR Heathland, arable, lowland Biodiversity 1990 

137 Long Herdon, Bucks Manipulation MAJOR Grassland, arable, lowland Biodiversity 1994 

140 Great Chishill Monitoring MAJOR Grassland, arable, lowland Biodiversity 1986 

195 Otmoor Manipulation OTHER Wet grassland Impact of shallow channels on breeding wader habitat 2004 

196 Pawlett Hams Manipulation OTHER Wet grassland Impact of shallow channels on breeding wader habitat 2004 

197 Berney Manipulation OTHER Wet grassland Impact of shallow channels on breeding wader habitat 2004 

198 Slimbridge Monitoring MAJOR Treatment reed bed Effectiveness of reed beds at treating polluted water. 2006 

202 Castle Meadows Monitoring OTHER Floodplain wetland Impact of water control structures on hydrology and ecology. 2004 

203 Pang at Eling Farm Manipulation OTHER Chalk stream Characterise impact of bankside fencing on instream habitat 2003 

N2 MOORCO Manipulation CORE Moorland and birch woodland Long term large scale manipulation of herbivore impacts and vegetation change 2005 

N6 MILES  Manipulation MAJOR Moorland and birch woodland The impact of birch colonisation on heather moor and the consequences for above and below ground Communities. 1981 

N17 DEFRA - moorland restoration Manipulation MAJOR Moorland Restoration of heather on overgrazed moorland 2002 

N35 Sand dune N deposition survey Monitoring OTHER All major dune habitats Detect signals of N deposition in dune soils and vegetation 2002 

N36 Rare species in sand dunes Monitoring OTHER Dune slacks and dune grassland Establish soil requirements of dune rarities, and model Nitrogen impacts 2006 

N41 Calcareous grassland butterfly sites Monitoring CORE Calcareous (chalk) grassland Testing niche theory & model predictions after restoration 1976 

N61 River Kennet- Savernake  Bagnor Monitoring CORE Chalk stream, macrophytes, macroinvertebrates Long-term records (over 3 decades), climate and land use change  

N62 Bovington stream Monitoring CORE Acidic stream Long-term records (over 3 decades), climate and land use change  

N63 Cow Green Monitoring OTHER Upland river Long-term records (over 3 decades), climate and land use change  

N136 Wetland Grips Manipulation MAJOR Grassland, arable, lowland Biodiversity 2003 

N138 Orchid monitoring Monitoring MAJOR Grassland, lowland Biodiversity 1970 

N139 Coastal managed re-alignment Monitoring MAJOR coastal, slat marsh, arable, lowland Biodiversity 1994 

N222 GOBLIN Manipulation OTHER Ungrazed and grazed Impact of cattle introduction to birch woodland on invertebrate communities and trophic interactions.  

N223 BIOASSESS Monitoring OTHER Caledonian pinewood, plantation pine forest, forest 
dominated, mixed use, pasture arable mosaics Impact of land use change on biodiversity development of Bioindicators.  

Notes 1. Site Map Number preceded by an 'GB' indicates the network is across Great Britain and has too many sites to show on the map or is site non-specific 
           2. Site Map Number preceded by an ‘N’ indicates the site is part of a network of greater than 20 sites. Not all sites may be indicated on the map if they are insufficiently far apart to be resolved 
           3. Category: CORE a site that is an integral part of NERC and CEH strategy; MAJOR a site that has significant and long term investment of greater than 4 years; OTHER all other operational sites; HISTORIC sites that are no longer operational but with stored data/samples available 
           4. Type: Monitoring is a site at which data is recorded; Manipulation is a site at which experimental work is possible 
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