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WHY? The Biodiversity Duty

Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004
Responsibility in relation to wider biodiversity

“It is the duty of every public body
and office-holder, in exercising
any functions, to further the
conservation of biodiversity so far
as iIs consistent with the proper
+. exercise of those functions.”
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S Government policy for SEPA

-« Statutory Duty to further the

S conservation of biodiversity

— quality by taking full account of
the impact of its decisions on
biodiversity.

o Ensure that its regulatory
action considers impacts on
biodiversity and minimises
those impacts wherever
possible.

www.sepa.org.uk -




Government policy for SEPA

» SEPA will also assist In
monitoring and delivering
the actions and outcomes
Identified in the UK
Biodiversity Action Plan
relevant to Scotland.

www.sepa.org.uk
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nment policy for SEPA

e

» Contribute to the Scottish
Biodiversity Strategy

www.sepa.org.uk



o Water Framework Directive - WFD

» Good Ecological Status

» Protect and enhance the status of
aquatic ecosystems

o Biodiversity - the water status is
defined by four biological quality
elements specified in the WFD:

1) Phytoplankton,

i) Macrophytes,

i) Invertebrates and,
Iv) Fish

WWW.5epa.org.uk



Protection Natura 2000 sites
Maintain and enhance
Supporting habitats for wildlife

Achieving wider environmental
objectives

Key pressures driving biodiversity
loss. In particular:

Eutrophication/organic pollution
Hydromorphological changes
Habitat fragmentation
Acidification

Toxic pollution

Effects of alien species

Water abstraction



2§ SCOTLAND'S SEAS - BOUNDARIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

S=2IN &4 WFD

Scottish Environment
Protection Agency

Scottish fisheries limit (200nm)
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= PA%' Scottish Biodiversity Strategy Sustainable
Scotih Environment Marine & Coastal Ecosystem Plans Scotland

Protection Agency

Scotland Performs

- -

* Sustainable Marine  ~, 4 Ecological

nvironmental Environment

Status
Status Restore/Enhance
Biodiversity
e (Scotland) WFD/ELD

Bil/MSFD




=%
SEPAP

Scottish Environment
Protection Agency




WHQO?
Biodiversity Technical Group (BTG)

e Provides support to
SEPA staff on delivery of
Biodiversity duties

» Specialist ecologists:
 Marine & Coastal

e Wetlands
e Terrestrial
e Soils



BTG - Delivering biodiversity

Link UK & LBAP actions to SEPA remits
& Biodiversity delivery

Biodiversity staff to provide support -
develop guidance, co-ordinate input to
LBAPSs, disseminate latest information,
provide training for SEPA staff.

Improve communication links by
providing feedback and sharing best
practice within SEPA and partnership
organisations




BTG - specialists provide a range of
Guidance

Biodiversity Homepage:
guidance on legislation
lists advice for habitats and species

Used by Ecologists, planning, LBAP
contacts, environmental protection
team




Ei Biodiversity - Homepage - Microsoft Internet Explorer
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Conservation legislation &
SEPA .,

Bigdiversity policy in
SEPA,

Bigdiversity in Scotland ,
Matyral Heritage
Handbook ,

Contacts

SEPA LBAP Seminar,
Usefyl Links ,

% \Welcome to the SEPA Biodiversity Homepage

Scotland's biodiversity includes more than 30,000 species, the
ecological roles they padarm, their genetic vanation, and the habitat and
ecosystems they depend on, It also includes us, and our interactions
with the environment,

Thraugh its functions, SEPA has a key role to play in safeguarding and
consemving Scotland's biodiversity. This role has recently been
strengthened through the Mature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004,
which places a duty on SEPA (and all public bodies) to further the
conservation of biodiversity.

The biodiversity homepage has been developed as a focal point for all
staff involved in delivering biodiversity conservation through all of SEPA's
functions, This intranet site sets out SEPA's obligations to biodiversity,
links to the Matural Heritage Handbook; provides current best practice
and guidance; and tells you who to contact for advice.
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BTG - specialists provide advice

The UK BAP lists are ever growing

BTG - specialists provide a range of
advice - eg.lists SEPA priority habitats
and species for effective action
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UK BAP Marine Priority Species List:

Lesser Sandeel;
Sea-fan Anemone;
Bearded Red Seaweed;
Black Scabbardfish;
Scarce Tube-Dwelling

Anemone; a deep-sea shrimp;
Wig Wrack
or Sea-loch Egg Wrack; Fan
Mussel; Minke Whale;
Sei Whale;
Blue Whale; Fin
Whale; Loggerhead Turtle;
Gulper shark;
Leafscraper shark;
Portuguese dogfish;
Basking Shark;
Herring;

Roundnose grenadier;
Kitefin shark;
Common Dolphin;

a red seaweed,;
Common skate;
Timid Burrowing Anemone;
Northern right whale;
Brown Algae;
Tall sea pen;
Tope shark;
an Amphipod Shrimp;
Long-finned pilot whale;

Risso’s dolphin; a stalked
jellyfish; Long snouted
seahorse; Short
shouted seahorse;

Atlantic halibut; Orange
roughy; Northern
bottlenose whale; Shortfin
mako; Atlantic white-
sided dolphin; White-

Beaked Dolphin; Porbeagle shark;
Sunset Cup Coral;

Sandy ray;

Coral Maérl;
Sea monkfish;
a stalked jellyfish;
a stalked jellyfish;
Humpback Whale;
Whiting;
European hake;

Sowerby's
beaked whale;

True's Beaked

Whale; Blue whiting;
Gooseneck Barnacle;
Blue Ling; Ling;
Killer Whale; Native Oyster;
Fireworks
anemone; Brackish hydroid;

Peacock’s tail;
Crayfish, Crawfish or Spiny Lobster;
Eastern Atlantic harbour

seal/common seal; Harbour
Porpoise; Common
Maeérl; Sperm Whale;

Plaice;
Blue shark; Undulate ray;

Greenland halibut;

Mackerel; Sole;
Spiny dodfish;
Angel shark;
Striped dolphin; Loch Goil Sea
Squirt; Northern Sea Fan;
Lagoon sea slug;

Blue-fin tuna; Horse
Mackerel; Bottlenosed
dolphin; Cuvier's beaked
whale.
Source:

http://www.ukbap.org.uk/NewPriorityList.aspx
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UKBAP Priority Habitats List:

Blue mussel beds Coastal
and Floodplain Grazing
Marsh Coastal saltmarsh
Coastal Sand Dunes
Coastal Vegetated Shingle
Cold-water coral reefs
Deep-sea sponge
communities (New habitat)
Estuarine rocky habitats
(New habitat) File shell
beds (New habitat) Fragile
sponge & anthozoan
communities on subtidal
rocky habitats (New
habitat) Horse mussel beds
Intertidal chalk Intertidal
mudflats Intertidal under-
boulder communities (New
habitat)

Machair Maerl beds
Maritime CIiff and Slopes
Mud habitats in deep water
Sabellaria alveolata reefs
Sabellaria spinulosa reefs
Saline lagoons Seagrass
beds Seamount
communities (New habitat)
Serpulid reefs Sheltered
muddy gravels Subtidal
chalk Subtidal sands and
gravels Tide-swept
channels




SEPAPY

Scottish Environment
Protection Agency

SEPA priority lists

Species
Ascophyllum nodosum ecad mackaii
Ostrea edulis (Oyster)

Funiculina quadrangularis (Tall sea
pen)



SEP§§= SEPA priority lists

Scottish Environment
Protection Agency

Habitats
Coastal Saltmarsh
Coastal Sand Dunes
Maerl Beds
Modiolus Beds
Mudflats
Seagrass (Zostera)
Saline Lagoons
Tidal Rapids
Sublittoral Lands and Gravel
Serpulid Reefs
Coastal Vegetated Shingle




=%
SEPAP

Scottish Environment
Protection Agency




=\ Scottish Biodiversity Strategy - Objectives
SE PAP
e Species & Habitats: To halt the loss of biodiversity and
continue to reverse previous losses through targeted

action for species and habitats

People: To increase awareness, understanding and
enjoyment of biodiversity, and engage many more
people in conservation and enhancement

Landscapes & Ecosystems: To restore and enhance
biodiversity in all our urban, rural and marine
environments through better planning, design and
practice

Integration & Co-ordination: To develop an effective
management framework that ensures biodiversity is
taken into account in all decision making

Knowledge: To ensure that the best new and existing
knowledge on biodiversity is available to all policy
makers and practitioners.
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Scottish Environment
Protection Agency

SEPA's biodiversity duty is delivered through SEPA’s
functions.

Responsibilities & Remits
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SE PAP
Scottish Environment
Protection Agency

) Biodiversity
management

— Delivery of biodiversity duty:

Al i
Integration
&
Co-ordination
u 4
Habitats Species
N N

~

River Basin Management

Plans
LBAP

Partnership Work

/




a9~ 4 River Basin Management Plans

Scottish Environment
Protection Agency

Tackle WFD pressures
Identify benefits for biodiversity

WFD Implementation for protecting
biodiversity in context of other
existing plans

e.g. Restoring wetlands as part of flood
management schemes is an opportunity
to reverse the decline, and achieve
targets for national biodiversity action
plans.

The first river basin management plans
have to be prepared by end of 2009



SEPAPY

Scottish Environment
Protection Agency

Delivery of biodiversity duty: Knowledge

WFD
OSPAR
Monitoring
& Reporting

Audit
Monitor & Surveillance

mapping

www.sepa.org.uk



Gathering information

Caftaicg 0 101001000347 1802 Acg Date: Sep, 24 2004 LatLong: 5636803 /-2, 88923"
Off Madir Anghe: 14" Target Azimuth: 138° Cloud Cowver, 10% Environmental Cuality 90

Scottish Environment
Protection Agency

- " To Order Call: (303216844561 or (800)496.1225
DIGITALGLOBE Email: ordersgpdigitalglobe. com
£ 1 o & Al Ftiahi Tomsaive Or Click Here To Find Yowr DigitaiGlobe Reseller




Scottish Environment
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Delivery of biodiversity duty: Halt the Loss

Understand impacts

Regulation impacts Monitor & surveillance

Research Impacts Ecosystem Structure

www.sepa.org.uk



SEP:, Aquaculture - Maerl

Scottish Environ
Protection Agency

fish farm / )
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SEPAPY

Scottish Environment
Protection Agency

Delivery of biodiversity duty: People

Increase Awareness

Understanding

®
()I

Good Practice il
Enjoyment

I

. Research
Aquaculture Audit N —_—
: . ew Species onitor
Regulation Monitor & P )
Impacts Invasives

impacts mapping

www.sepa.org.uk



SEPAY Delivery of biodiversity duty

Scottish Environment
Protection Agency

Protection of biodiversity
during survey




Delivery of biodiversity duty:
Landscapes & Ecosystems

Opportunities

Habitat Improvement
Restoration Enhance supporting
Mitigation habitats

www.sepa.org.uk
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=5 Water Environment Restoration Fund
SE PA . . . .
il Restoration of sites for species & habitats

Biodiversity Improvement:

Contribute towards achieving Water
Framework Directive objectives

Deliver improvements restore the condition of
Scotland's water environment e.g., wetlands,
estuaries and coasts

Deliver a wide range of
environmental, social and
economic benefits

Partnership projects with third
parties.

SEPA funds others to deliver
environmental improvements

DANGER



SEP§§= Water Environment Restoration Fund
2 Restoration of sites for species and
i habitats

Projects likely to be funded:
Coastal Re-alignment
Saltmarsh re-creation
Sand dune management
Strandline management

Mussel and Native Oyster
bed restoration

Soft engineering coastal
protection




SEPAY Water Environment Restoration Fund

Scottish Environment
Protection Agency

» proposed for the next 3 financial years. It
will contribute to SEPA's responsibilities

WFD
Flooding & Climate Change
Biodiversity Duty

Fﬁ |
M

: I

www.sepa. org uk
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“95+1  SEPA & Biodiversity

Scottish Environment
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